Hunters Hall
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Dates for the Diary

Spring Term
Friday 23 January — Young Voices 2026
Wednesday 4" February — Yr6 Consultation Day

Wednesday 11" & Thursday 12t February — Parent/Carer
Consultation Evenings

Friday 13" February — Last day of term
Monday 16" to Friday 20" February — Half Term Holidays
Monday 23 February — First day back for children 8:30am

175 days not in school!
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Attendance Matters

Congratulations to the classes in green 96%+:

Attendance %
Present
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Dear Parent/Carer,

Welcome back and Happy New Year to everyone!
This term is one of my favourites as it is the term
where children‘s learning really takes a turning point. |
think of it as a “Eureka” moment.

This term, there are many exciting events taking place
across the school. We will also see Reception’s Spring
Concert that is sure to bring a smile to everyone’s
face.

This Christmas, | received a copy of Susie Dent’s “The
Roots We Share.” A book that contains 100 words that
bring us together. In Susie’s words, she states that she
begins with “Kindness” one of the most powerful forms
of connection. It is a word with an ancient past, but
with a very simple meaning. One small act of kindness
can have a ripple effect that spreads to a whole
community. By sharing a kind act with someone else,
from a smile to a helping hand, we are passing along
hope and love, which they in turn might pass on to
others.

IF YOU HAVE THE CHANCE TO MAKE PEOPLE

HAPPY, JUST DO IT. SOMETIMES PEOPLE ARE

STRUGGLING SILENTLY. MAYBE YOUR ACT OF
KINDNESS CAN MAKE THEIR DAY.

If you fancy venturing out this weekend, why not try the
Snoopy trail? A copy of the map is in this edition of
Snippets.
https://www.fleetstreetquarter.co.uk/events/explore-
the-snoopy-in-the-city-map You will be looking for

sculptures like these:

Home Sweet Home

Happy hunting!
Michael Kaitell, Headteacher

Home for Christmas



https://www.fleetstreetquarter.co.uk/events/explore-the-snoopy-in-the-city-map
https://www.fleetstreetquarter.co.uk/events/explore-the-snoopy-in-the-city-map

Team Points Uniform Shop Dates

School uniform can be purchased

from 3:00-4:00pm in the dining hall on the
TEAM POINTS b g

following dates:

Tigers 309 SCHOOL
UNIFORM
350 DIRECT
Wednesday 21 January
401 Wednesday 4" February
Wednesday 25 February
: 261 Wednesday 11*" March
i Wednesday 25" March
K Komodo Dragon 448

6old Award Debit Card Recipients

Each week we publish any recipients of the new Gold Award Debit Card.

Please look after library/reading books

There have been a number of books returned to school that
have been damaged. If a book is lost or damaged your child
will be issued with a slip requesting a contribution to the
purchase of a new book.

Thank you for your support with this.

Parent/Carer Handbook

Scan the QR code or visit https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UIXJ7IWwliv?ref=Link

@

HUNTERS HALL PRIMARY SCHOOL

PARENT/CARER HANDBOOK



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UlXJ7lWwliv?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UlXJ7lWwliv?ref=Link

School Uniform

School uniform can be purchased from 3:00-4:00pm in the dining hall. The dates vary
throughout the year.

In a hope to reduce the cost of school uniform, from September, you will have the option to
purchase iron-on badges for plain white polo shirts and plain red jumpers. Badges will cost
£1.20 and should make uniform more affordable.

Uniform can also be purchased online: www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-
category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/

Or Telephone: 01992 763679 / Email: info@schooluniformdirect.org.uk

We would like all parents/carers to join us on Parent Hub.

Parent Hub is a FREE app that helps keep you up to date with what’s going on at school. @ Pa renth U b
You'll receive messages, pictures, documents and newsletters, all in one handy place.

1. Download the Parent Hub app from your app store (iPhone or Android).
2. Create yourself an account.
3. Choose “Add a School” and enter:

@HuntersHallPS How to translate messages in the Parent Hub
app (guidance for schools)

In the app, parents just tap the ‘translate’ button in the bottom right of a message.

To find - v
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more,

click the

This applies to old messages, as well as new ones.

link below for a useful guide.

https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-
messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app

Reporting absence

School Home

Child Home | Report an Absence

George Mpofu

To let the school know that your child is going to be
Lions

absent or late, please select a date and session, and

provide an explanation below.
TODAY

il Selectadate

Riverside Primary Academy e
Headteacher - Mr. Walker Direct Messages
g Select a session
[GM George @ @J 7 View direct messages AllDay
AM Only
LM Luke @ O Payment Requests
@ y PM Only
View payment requests
Channels Manage Channels

Provide a reason
Attendance
Z] View school channel George has a doctor's appointment this
. morning but will be in this afternoon.
l]ﬂu View recent attendance

Selecta channel
Quicklink Fan @’ Report my child's absence
uicklinks iew
View attendance alerts
® ®

'OFSTED Parent

SCHOOLS

(© meHus® @®]) scHooLS ( (© ™eHuB® SCHOOLS



http://www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/
http://www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/
mailto:info@schooluniformdirect.org.uk
https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app
https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app
https://www.parenthub.co.uk/

Uniform Reminder & PE Days 2025-2026

During the course of this academic year, we are phasing out some of our school uniform in an effort to make it more affordable for
our parent body.

Our school uniform provider now sells school badges for £1.20 so that you are able to purchase plain white polo shirts/ plain red
jumpers/cardigans and iron on the badge. (Our current provider will continue to sell their stock of red and grey uniform items and
staff has been informed that it is a gradual phase out)

We have reduced the number of days that children require their school uniform by allowing them to wear their PE kit on two days of
the week. (You will be notified if there is a special day such as school photographs so that you can ensure that children are dressed
appropriately.)

School Uniform (only 2 branded clothing items necessary & 1 branded book bag)
White Polo Shirt (with logo/ iron-on badge)

Red jumper/ Cardigan (with logo/ iron-on badge)

Grey school trousers/ skirt/ shorts

Summer Dress

Plain black shoes/ trainers
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PE Kit

Plain white t-shirt More and more children are wearing the

incorrect P.E. kit. Proper clothing and
footwear are essential in all P.E. lessons for
reasons of health and safety and comfort.

Red shorts
Red/ Grey jogging bottoms
Red fleece

Black plimsolls <« The permitted kit is advertised here.

PE Days 2025-2026

Year Group PE Day 1 PE Day 2
Reception Friday

Year 1 Monday Tuesday
Year 2 Wednesday Thursday
Year 3 Tuesday Friday
Year 4 Wednesday Thursday
Year 5 Tuesday Thursday
Year 6 Tuesday Thursday

Swimming is part of the national curriculum. Children in Year 4 & non-swimmers from Year 6 are offered swimming lessons. From time
to time, other selected pupils are given this opportunity.

Children must wear suitable and appropriate swimwear and a swimming hat. They must also have a towel, dressing gown and
waterproof footwear.

This year, we will operate a mobile swimming pool on the school site.
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ACTION FOR HAPPINESS

MONDAY

Look for the
good in others

and notice their
strengths

Connect with
someone near
you - share a
smile or chat

19

Focus on
what's good,

even if today
feels tough

Choose one of
your strengths
and find a way
to use it today

TUESDAY

Take five
minutes to sit
still and just
breathe

13
Take a
different route
today and see
what you notice

Go to bed in
good time and
allow yourself

to recharge

7
Challenge
your negative
thoughts

and look for
the upside

WEDNESDAY

Learn something
new and share
it with others

Eat healthy
food which
really nourishes
you today

21
Try out

something

new to get
out of your
comfort zone

Ask other
people about
things they've
enjoyed recently

Happier January

THURSDAY

Find three
things to look

forward to
this year

Say positive
things to the
people you
meet today

15
Get outside
and notice five
things that are
beautiful

Plan something
fun and invite
others to
join you

29

Say hello to
a neighbour

and get to know
them better

Happier - Kinder - Together

FRIDAY

Make time
today to do

something kind

for yourself

9

Get moving.
Do something

active (ideally
outdoors)

Contribute
positively to
your local
community

Put away
digital devices
and focus on
being in the
moment

See how
many people
you can smile

at today

SATURDAY

3
Do a kind act
for someone

else to help
brighten
their day

Thank someone
you're grateful
to and tell
them why

17
Be gentle
with yourself
when you make
mistakes

Take a small
step towards an
important goal

31
Write down
your hopes or
plans for the
future

SUNDAY

Write a list
of things you
feel grateful
for and why

11

Switch off all
your tech at

least an hour
before bedtime

Get back
in contact
with an old
friend

25
Decide to
lift people up
rather than put
them down

January is cervical cancer awareness month, Alcohol Change UK’s
dry January and thyroid awareness month.

JANUARY

Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

28 - Rohini vrat Jain
31 = Guru Harrai jayanti Sikh

Religious/cultural

1= Selemnity of Mary, mother of
God Catholic Christian
1 - Rohini vrat Jsin
1 - Gantan-sai (new year) Shinfo
1-7 = Hatsumaode Shinto
3-5 - Mahayana new year **
Budahist
5 - Twelfth night Christian
6 - Epiphany Chriztian
7 - Feast of the nativity Orfhodox
Christian
N = Baptism of the lord Jesus
Catholic tiarn
12 - Swami Vivekananda jayanti
Hindu
12 - Seijin no Hi Shinto
13 - Lohri/Maghi Hindu and Sikh
14 - Old new year Crthodox
Christian
| 14 - Makar sankranti ** Hindu
14-17 - Pongal ** Hindu
16 - Lailat al-Miraj = /siam
16 - Meru trayodashi Jzin
18-25 - Week of prayer for Christian
unity Christian
19 = Timkat Ethiopian Orthodox
Christian
19 - Feast of the Theophany
Key Crthodox Christian
23 - Vasant panchami ** Hinal, Sikh
and Jain
25 - Conversion of saint Paul
Christian
25 - Zacchaeus Sunday COrthodox
Christia

B Awareness and events

4 - World braille day

18 - World religion day

19 - Martin Luther King Jr day

24 = International day of education
25 - Robert Burns night (Burns
night)

27 - Holocaust memorial day

|
| E3

12 13 14 15 6 17 18

19 20 el 22 23 24 25

* Holy day that usually begins in the evening or at sunset of the previous day
** Date may vary to this because of religious customs
Religious/cultural Bl Awareness and events [l Public holiday




Produce of the Month

January Seasonal Smiles
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ROSEMARY BREAD: © 5 ROASTED SAVOY CABBAGE
Our rosemary bread :ﬂ ¢RI YouR CHOPPED SALAD

is warm, soft, and / VeeSlEs Crunchy,
perfect for a tasty f N v " Hearty, Tasty

snack that feels O SR and So
cozy and fun to eat! ' Nutritious'

FEUNFAG

Red cabbage can change colour
depending on how acidic the dish is!
It's a natural pH indicator!




Community Outreach

GRACE TO GRAGE

WINTER

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

A warm, friendly, and supportive
event for our local community.

Event Highlights
* Hot ;ood and drinks will be available -
* Free clothing for adults and children®
* Community support and conversation
* Welcoming environment for everyone

» Time of fellowship and friendship

Date: Saturday, 10 January
Time: 10:00am-4:00pm

Location: Graceland Rediff House
Wantz Road, Dagenham, RM10 8PS

Please Donate: Clothes, coats, boots, and non-perishable food items.




Snoopy in the City
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LUDGATE HILL

1 SNOOPY’S WINTER CHORUS
LAURA-KATE DRANS
LEONARDO ROYAL/ST PAUL'S

Z PENGUIN PARADE
PLAYHOUSE YARD

3 PLANT DREAMS, HARVEST JOY
KIM THOMPSON
ST BRIDE'S PASSAGE
FUNGI'S HOUSE
JOPIE SILVERMAN
GOUGH SQUARE
5 ONE MORE SLEEP
SAM
APEX TEMPLE COURT HOTEL
6 DREAMING OF THE MOUNTAINS
RP ROBERTS
CURSITOR STREET
7 TALES FOR TAILS
FERNANDES MAKES
NEW STREET SQUARE
RIVERBANK DREAMS
FRAN PRESTON-GANNON
HOLBORN CIRCUS
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
JINA GELDER ILLUSTRATION
FLEET PLACE HOUSE

IN SUPPORT OF CREATED BY
1) Gowwen oo

BECKY SMITH

0LD BAILEY

National
HOME SWEET HOME e
11 e Literacy
LUDGATE HILL Trust
17 HoMe FOR chRisTuas
AMANDA QUELLIN
ST BRIDE ST/LUDGATE CIRCUS Change your story

https://www.fleetstreetquarter.co.uk/events/explore-the-snoopy-in-the-city-map

Social Action Projects

Design our new logo!

We are thrilled to announce that Hunters Hall Primary School will be incorporating social
action projects within our curriculum. Each year group will lead a social action project
each year to raise awareness of issues locally and globally. As well as helping our
children to develop their own leadership skills, these projects will expand their
knowledge and understanding of the world around them. We would like to kick start our
social action projects with a competition where our children can design a logo that will
be proudly included in all work linked to social action. Our new projects will be entitled,
'Hunters Hall Helps'.

If your child would like to enter our competition and design our social action logo, please
ensure they give their design to their class teachers by Friday 30" January 2026.

The design must include the wording 'Hunters Hall Helps', other than that your children
can be as creative as they wish. We are very excited to launch these important projects
and look forward to seeing the designs that come in. We will share the winner of the
competition with you very soon.



https://www.fleetstreetquarter.co.uk/events/explore-the-snoopy-in-the-city-map
https://www.fleetstreetquarter.co.uk/events/explore-the-snoopy-in-the-city-map

Asthma & Allergy Survey

h East London IVHS

N
ga.ratntgr&slskaa" North East London

NHS Foundation Trust

Asthma & Allergy Survey

Are you a parent / carer of a child that has asthma, allergy or wheeze?
We would love to hear from you!

Asthma and severe allergies are a major health

concern among children and young people. Do you know how
to use your child’s

We want to know what parents / carers medicines?
understand about managing these conditions
and how to improve access to education. 5 Do you know
what to do in an
SCAN ME emergency?

Use your

smartphone Do you know how to
camera to scan QR recognise triggers
code and complete and symptoms?
the survey

DID YOU KNOW..?

Asthma and
allergies in children
Children in is linked to a higher

deprived areas risk of severe

have poor health allergic reaction
outcofmes (anaphylaxis)

Parents, carers and children should feel confident in making the
necessary lifestyle changes to manage their asthma, allergy or wheeze
and improve their quality of life.

Author of the Week
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STEWART FOSTER STEWART FOSTER

If you like Lisa Thompson or
Stewart's books always feature a diverse main Ross Welford, you'll love these
character who represent so many different books!
people! They include children who have OCD
and ADHD, as well as children who have foster

parents. Reading ic like eating a
giant pizza. At the
Each book is filled with emotion, adventure and beginming you think, T
drama, making them an exciting read while still
& can’t read all that!] but
ensuring you care about the characters, too!
if you eat it piece by
piece, or read it chapter
‘Bubble Boy' won the by chapter, you can!

Sainsbury's Children’'s Book
Award in 2016! Stewart Foster saye:




Reading for Pleasure Matters at Hunters Hall

Reading for Pleasure Matters at Hunters Hall

Welcome to 2026! This Spring term promises to ensure that all children are accessing a broad
and balanced curriculum based on our carefully considered topics. In every year group, pupils
have the opportunity to be historians, geographers, artists, philosophers, empathisers and
critical thinkers. Each week we will showcase a different year group, suggesting books that will
support and extend current learning. This week we are focusing on The Nursery.

Understanding the World
DOGGER ‘

In Understanding the World and PSED, we are learning about
emotions and feelings. We will be reading Dogger by Shirley
Hughes. There is a little boy in the story called Dave and he has a
cuddly toy called Dogger. Dave takes Dogger everywhere and loves
him very much but something terrible happens. He loses Dogger
when picking up his sister from school. Dave feels very sad and
upset and his sister tries hard to cheer him up. Will they ever find
Dogger? You will have to read the story to find out.

We will be talking about how we would feel if we lost something that
we loved very much.

Whatever Next! Literacy
JILL MURPHY

Whatever Next by Jill Murphy is our key text in Literacy. Baby Bear
wants to visit the moon. He makes a rocket and zooms up the
chimney and off into space. He meets a friendly owl on the way, and
they enjoy a picnic on the moon.

If you enjoy this book, then why not try Peace at Last by the same
author. In this story, Daddy Bear has trouble getting to sleep and
tries to sleep in lots of different places.

Storytime

At story time we like to read Naughty Bus by Jan and Jerry Oke.

In the story, a little boy gets a special gift. It is a little, red bus. The
bus goes on lots of adventures, zooming down the banisters,
ploughing through the dinner and knocking over drinks. He then
comes to the pond and wants to look at his reflection in the water. He
gets a little closer and, you guessed it, he falls in. How will he get out
of the pond? How can the little boy rescue him?




School Nurse Advice Sessions

Pre-Loved Toy Donations

If you are having a clear out of any pre-
loved toys/games that could be used
during thrive time and wet play days, we
would be most grateful.
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Items can be dropped off at 2ZMR's door in
the morning from 6™ January 2026.

lez/fog@w

SCHOOL NURSE /
ADVICE SESSIONS

Sessions are being run on the following dates between 8:30am-9:10am:

o

Monday 12th January 2026
Monday 9th February 2026
Monday 9th March 2026
Monday 13th April 2026

Monday 18th May 2026
Monday 15th June 2026

They can offer advice on the following topics:

Keeping Healthy
Advice about immunisations
Emotional Health and Wellbeing
Weight Management
Drugs and Alcohol
Smoking

If you would like to see the School Nurse,

please book a time slot at the school office:

They provide a confidential service. This means you can discuss personal
information in confidence. They will not discuss your persenal information
with anyone else without your permission. They would only pass on
information to protect you or someone else from serious harm.

Qualified: School Nurses or Specialist Community Public Health Nurses
are qualified nurses or midwives with specific graduate level education
and they work with a feam to support you.

Non-Judgemental: They are here to help, not fo judge.

Keep Us Updated

IF YOU CHANGE ANY
OF YOUR CONTACT DETAILS

PLEASE

LET US KNOW

Pharmacy First

Providing NHS services

Most pharmacies can help you
with seven common conditions
without needing a GP appointment

Sinusitis
{adults and children aged 1

Sore thr

{adults and childr

Earache

I_"qfect ed insect bite

and children ar and owver)

Impetigo

{adults and children aged

Shingles

ladults aged 18

1year and owver)

years and over)

Urinar tr_act_infection

o B4 years)

a Ask your pharmacy for more
information about this
free* NHS service

Visit your
Pharmacy First!

*MHS prescription charge rules apply where a medicine is supplied ..




Breakfast Club Donations Wanted

BREAKFAST CLUB

Our breakfast club is open term time only Monday to Friday,
7:45 to 8:30am.

No booking is required, you can turn up on the day and pay.
The charge is £8 per day, you are required to accompany
your child into our breakfast club and stay with them until
they have been marked in on our daily register.

You are required to have the correct money for payment.
Please note that payments in advance are non-refundable

and non-transferable therefore if you choose to pay in
advance and your child does not attend you lese that meney.
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Do you have rent arrears?

Do you need help with a deposit?

Help is available through the London Borough
of Barking and Dagenham’s Discretionary Housing
Payment (DHP) scheme

Visit https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/discretionary-
hardship-support/discretionary-housing-payments-dh,

To find out more and apply online
You must be in receipt of Housing Benefit or Universal Credit housing costs to qualify for a DHP

Barking &
Dagenham

WANTED

PRE-LOVED UNIFORM

DONATIONS NEEDED

A big thank you to everyone who has
previously donated. We always need more
good quality pre-loved uniform items. Has

your child grown out of theirs? Please
donate to the school and come along to one
of our sales for bargain replacements!

Winter coats and shoes also welcome.

Please bring any donations in a bag to the
school office.

——
r -

Thank you

DHP Scheme Household Support Fund

Are you struggling to afford
your rent payments?

Are you struggling with the
rising cost of living?

Do you have utility debts?
Help is available to support the rising cost of
living for energy & utility costs, food and other
emergency need through the London Borough
of Barking and Dagenham’s Hardship schemes

Visit https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/discretionary-
hardship-support/hardship-payment-schemes/household-support-fund
to find out more and apply online

Barking &
Dagenham




RockSteady
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FOR RECEPTION TO YEAR 2

Fun and inclusive in-school rock and pop band
lessons, for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. No
experience or instrument required.

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents

Learn to play in a band

Learning an instrument should be fun. Your child can choose from
the electric guitar, keyboard, drums or vocals and enjoy playing in a
happy, supportive environment with their friends.

Lead by real musicians

Your child’s music teacher should also be their role model. Which
is why all Rocksteady Band Leaders are carefully chosen,
extensively trained musicians who know how to inspire a life-long
love of playing music.

In school time

Lessons are 30 minutes long and take place in school time with all
instruments provided, making it hassle-free for parents.

From first notes to favourite songs

The Rocksteady Programme is for all children aged 4-11 and is
proven to progress musicianship, confidence and teamwork skills
with no prior experience necessary.

With regular live performances

Playing on stage is a huge confidence booster. With termly
concerts at school assemblies, your child will be able to show off
their progress to friends, teachers and parents with the rest of their
band.

And happily affordable

Rocksteady is one of the most hassle-free ways to learn an
instrument on a rolling subscription that you can cancel at any
time. It's risk free too — cancel in the first month and you'll get a
full refund.

Call 0330 113 0330



https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents

