Hunters Hall Primary School

Shippets

Dates for the Diary

Autumn Term
Monday 1%t December — Year 3&4 Film Night 3:00-5:00pm
Tuesday 2" December — Year 5&6 Film Night 3:00-5:00pm
Monday 8" December — Year 3&4 Film Night 3:00-5:00pm
Tuesday 9" December — Year 5&6 Film Night 3:00-5:00pm
Thursday 11" December — Yr 5 DISCO 4:30-5:30pm
Friday 12" December — Yr 1 DISCO 3:15-4:15pm
Monday 15" December — Yrs 3&4 DISCO 3:15-4:15pm
Tuesday 16" December — Yr2 DISCO 3:15-4:15pm
Thursday 18" December — Nursery ONLY last day
Wednesday 17" December — Yr 6 DISCO 4:30-5:30pm
Friday 19'" December — Last day of term — children finish at 1pm
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175 days not in school!

Good
attendance

Issue: 12

November 2025

Dear Parent/Carer,

Wow! It's the end of November already!!! Where does
the time go? Over the next three weeks before we
close at 1pm on Friday 19" December, there will be a
multitude of activities and events taking place. Please
ensure you keep up to date with the dates in Snippets
and the messages sent on ParentHub.

As we approach the Christmas break, it is important to
be mindful that this time of year does not bring joy and
happy memories for some.

Many people up and down the country are really
struggling, and the situation in Barking and Dagenham
is no different. You're not alone.

Following the autumn budget on Wednesday, times
are still tough right now, Barking and Dagenham
Council have sources of support available.

From benefits and low-cost loans, to signposting to
food banks, warm spaces, and wellbeing support.
There is help available. Visit this link to find out more
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/cost-living-support or call 020
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“I'm seriously concerned”
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. Affendance Matters

8215 3000

There are these useful guides too:

Cost of living support guide — Help with money
Cost of living support quide — Help with food
Cost of living support guide — Help with energy
Cost of living support quide — Help with wellbeing
Cost of living support quide — Help with getting
connected

A little while ago, | signposted about the Hub of Hope
The Hub of Hope is the UK's largest and most
comprehensive directory of community mental health
services, so you can find help when you need it,
wherever you are.

https://hubofhope.co.uk/

There is always ho

Suppart for young people

(25 & under) 3 Support for adults 3

Urgent help in an emergency &

Download the FREE Hub of Hope app for iOS or
Android

= Find local services on the go using geolocation technology
» Mental health support at your fingertips, wherever you go
* Access urgent help fast

» Find help for others wherever you are
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* Google Play ‘
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| hope the above helps,
Michael Kaitell, Headteacher



https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/cost-living-support
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20-%20Help%20With%20Money%20Dec%202023.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20-%20Help%20With%20Food%20%28Dec%202023%29.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20-%20Help%20With%20Energy%20Dec%202023.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20-%20Help%20With%20Wellbeing%20Dec%202023.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20-%20Help%20With%20Getting%20Connected%20December%202023.pdf
https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2023-12/Cost%20of%20Living%20Support%20Guide%20-%20Help%20With%20Getting%20Connected%20December%202023.pdf
https://hubofhope.co.uk/

Team Points ‘ Uniform Shop Dates

School uniform can be purchased
from 3:00-4:00pm in the dining hall on the
following dates:

TEAM POINTS

Ulgers SCHOOL

UNIFORM
DIRECT

Wednesday 3™ December
Wednesday 7" January

Wednesday 21 January

— \ Wednesday 25" February
Wednesday 11" March

Wednesday 25" March

6old Award Debit Card Recipients

Each week we publish any recipients of the new Gold Award Debit Card.

Wednesday 4" February

Komodo Dragon

Parent/Carer Handbook

Scan the QR code or visit https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UIXJ7IWwliv?ref=Link

@

HUNTERS HALL PRIMARY SCHOOL

PARENT/CARER HANDBOOK



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UlXJ7lWwliv?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UlXJ7lWwliv?ref=Link

School Uniform

School uniform can be purchased from 3:00-4:00pm in the dining hall. The dates vary
throughout the year.

In a hope to reduce the cost of school uniform, from September, you will have the option to
purchase iron-on badges for plain white polo shirts and plain red jumpers. Badges will cost
£1.20 and should make uniform more affordable.

Uniform can also be purchased online: www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-
category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/

Or Telephone: 01992 763679 / Email: info@schooluniformdirect.org.uk

We would like all parents/carers to join us on Parent Hub.

Parent Hub is a FREE app that helps keep you up to date with what’s going on at school. @ Pa renth U b
You'll receive messages, pictures, documents and newsletters, all in one handy place.

1. Download the Parent Hub app from your app store (iPhone or Android).
2. Create yourself an account.
3. Choose “Add a School” and enter:

@HuntersHallPS How to translate messages in the Parent Hub
app (guidance for schools)

In the app, parents just tap the ‘translate’ button in the bottom right of a message.

To find - v
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more,

click the

This applies to old messages, as well as new ones.

link below for a useful guide.

https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-
messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app

Reporting absence

School Home

Child Home | Report an Absence

George Mpofu

To let the school know that your child is going to be
Lions

absent or late, please select a date and session, and

provide an explanation below.
TODAY

il Selectadate

Riverside Primary Academy e
Headteacher - Mr. Walker Direct Messages
g Select a session
[GM George @ @J 7 View direct messages AllDay
AM Only
LM Luke @ O Payment Requests
@ y PM Only
View payment requests
Channels Manage Channels

Provide a reason
Attendance
Z] View school channel George has a doctor's appointment this
. morning but will be in this afternoon.
l]ﬂu View recent attendance

Selecta channel
Quicklink Fan @’ Report my child's absence
uicklinks iew
View attendance alerts
® ®

'OFSTED Parent

SCHOOLS

(© meHus® @®]) scHooLS ( (© ™eHuB® SCHOOLS



http://www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/
http://www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/
mailto:info@schooluniformdirect.org.uk
https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app
https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app
https://www.parenthub.co.uk/

Uniform Reminder & PE Days 2025-2026

During the course of this academic year, we are phasing out some of our school uniform in an effort to make it more affordable for
our parent body.

Our school uniform provider now sells school badges for £1.20 so that you are able to purchase plain white polo shirts/ plain red
jumpers/cardigans and iron on the badge. (Our current provider will continue to sell their stock of red and grey uniform items and
staff has been informed that it is a gradual phase out)

We have reduced the number of days that children require their school uniform by allowing them to wear their PE kit on two days of
the week. (You will be notified if there is a special day such as school photographs so that you can ensure that children are dressed
appropriately.)

School Uniform (only 2 branded clothing items necessary & 1 branded book bag)
White Polo Shirt (with logo/ iron-on badge)

Red jumper/ Cardigan (with logo/ iron-on badge)

Grey school trousers/ skirt/ shorts

Summer Dress

Plain black shoes/ trainers
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PE Kit

Plain white t-shirt More and more children are wearing the

incorrect P.E. kit. Proper clothing and
footwear are essential in all P.E. lessons for
reasons of health and safety and comfort.

Red shorts
Red/ Grey jogging bottoms
Red fleece

Black plimsolls <4 The permitted kit is advertised here.

PE Days 2025-2026

Year Group PE Day 1 PE Day 2
Reception Friday

Year 1 Monday Tuesday
Year 2 Wednesday Thursday
Year 3 Tuesday Friday
Year 4 Wednesday Thursday
Year 5 Tuesday Thursday
Year 6 Tuesday Thursday

Swimming is part of the national curriculum. Children in Year 4 & non-swimmers from Year 6 are offered swimming lessons. From time
to time, other selected pupils are given this opportunity.

Children must wear suitable and appropriate swimwear and a swimming hat. They must also have a towel, dressing gown and
waterproof footwear.

This year, we will operate a mobile swimming pool on the school site.




Year 2 - DT Topic

These are the cat food boxes 2MR created as part of their DT topic, 'boxes'. The children added
pictures, information and detail to make their boxes look like realistic cat food packaging. They cut out
the nets and glued the parts together to make their wonderful creations.
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In Year 5 this week, we have been learning about day and night using globes and
torches representing the sun's rays.

Find out more here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn34r2p#zkchhcw

DAY AND NIGHT



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zn34r2p#zkchhcw

Years 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6 DISCOS

Christmas Discos!
Only £1!

Tickets can be purchased

from your class teacher
starting:

Monday, 2o0th November!




Important Notice for Nursery Parents

If you have a child in Nursery you will need to
apply for their full-time reception school place
for September 2026 by 15 January 2026.

{

Apply online now
for a reception school place
www.lbbd.gov.uk/admissions

The elessing date ke your aeling applicalion
and the other information we ask for is

15 January 2026

Year 2 DISCO

Tuesday 16" December 3:15-4:15pm

Children can bring their party clothes into school
and we will let them get changed before the disco
starts.

Collection from the pagoda playground,
Alibon Road entrance ~ 4:15 prompt.

Cost £2 (includes crisps, a drink & glowstick)

New Ways November

MONDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY

&;3
Pase

3,
Get outside

TUESDAY

Sign up to join Change Tryouta
and observe your normal £
g el a new course, routine today new way o

< t activity or online and notice Fow being physically
ihnasurs community active

around you you feel

13
Do something
playful outdoors

Choose a
different route

Find out
something new
about someone
you care about

Be curious.
Learn about a
new topic or an
inspiring idea

and see what
you notice on
the way

- walk, run,
explore, relax

o 19Broaden our Mun s
Try a new way Connect ara ectiyve' meal using
to practice self- with someone re’; a uP di ffere'nt arecipe or
CLICCLELEN TN | from a different - ingredient
to yourself generation PApSt:magazine you've not

or site

tried before

New Ways November 2025

25 27

Share with Use one Trv outia Join a
a friend of your ey . friend doing
s : different radio f
something strengths in Stotion ornaw their hobby and
helpful you anew or find out why

TV show

creative way

learned recently

they love it

ACTION FOR HAPPINESS Happier - Kinder - Together

FRIDAY

Be creative.
Cook, draw,
write, paint,

make or inspire

Find a new
way to help or
support a cause
you care about

21
Learn a

new skill from a

friend or share
one of yours
with them

Discover
your artistic
side. Design

a friendly

greeting card

Tickets can be
purchased from
Miss Gurry

SATURDAY

1
Make a list
of new things
you want to do

this month

Plan a new
activity or idea
you want to try

out this week

15
Build on
new ideas by

thinking “Yes,
and what if.. "

Find a
new way to tell
someone you
appreciate them

29
Enjoy new
music today.
Play, sing,
dance or listen

SUNDAY

Respond to
a difficult
situation in a
different way

9

When you
feel you can't do

something, add
the word "yet"

Look at
life through
someone else’s
eyes and see
their perspective

23
Set aside
a regular time
to pursue an

activity you love

Look for new
reasons to be
hopeful, even in

tough times




Recycled Snow People Competition

In assembly today, the children were told about the snow people bottle competition. If you would like to
enter too - please ask your child to bring a white bottle home for you to decorate and make into a
snowman/snow-person.

Entries due in by 9am Monday 8™ December 2025

Here are a couple of examples...




Christmas Dinner Menu - 18™ Dec 2025

TRADITIONAL ROASTED TURKEY
TRADITIONAL HALAL ROASTED TURKEY
CRANBERRY & MOZZARELLA PARCEL

SIDES
ROAST POTATOES, PEAS & CARROTS,
YORKSHIRE PUDDING, GRAVY

DESSERT

CHRISTMAS STRAWBERRY & VANILLA ICE
CREAM WITH CHRISTMAS BISCUIT

FRUIT OR YOGHURT

HAF Camp

active future

FREE HAF CAMP

Book Your FREE Days Now!

Active Future and Barking & Dagenham Council are bringing you a FREE holiday
camp this December for children on benefits-related Free School Meals.

5-12 years

(]t (=]

htt

https://pbbl.uk/49kTWwr

9 afeastlondon@activefuture.info
@ 07435700515 ¢
6 Active Future East

stsApp Available)

for Education

Christmas Dates for your Diary

Celebrating Christmas at Hunters Hall — Dates for your Diary!

‘The best way to spread Christmas Cheer is fo sing out loud for all to hear'
We look forward to seeing many of you at the following events.

We will be taking donations and running raffles (£1 a go, cash) during some of these events to raise
money for the purchase of musical instruments for the school.

Donations may also be given via ParentPay look for "Concert Donations’.

All concerts will be taking place in either the Upper School or Lower School Hall — our Music
Ambassadors will direct you when you amive. We have capacity for each child to have 2 guests at
each concert.

Tuesday 2" December (Lower School Hall) 10:00am
Rock Steady Concert — For parents/carers of those children involved in Rock Steady.

Friday 5" December (Upper School Hall)
9:30am - 5VE Trumpet

10:30am — 5LE Flutes

11:30am — 507 Violins.

Year 5 concerts demonstrating what has been learnt this term in their music lessons.
(Flute/Vielin/Trumpet) Led by Mr Kingscott. Mr Stokes and Ms Vladova (Berough Music Teachers).

Tuesday 9" December (Upper School Hall

Year 2 Choir —9:15am

Year 3 Choir — 10:30am

Year 4 (Whole Year group including some songs sung by Y4 Choir) — 11:30am & 1:45pm

(Parents of children Y2 and Y3 choir will have had a letter about this event. If your child is notin Y2,
Y3 Choir, they will not be performing this time.)

Friday 12" December (Lower School Hall) 9:30am
Year 1—Wriggly Mativity

Monday 15" December (Lower School Hall) 9:30am and 1:45pm
Year 1 —Wriggly Nativity

Tuesday 16" December and Wednesday 17" December

Year 6 Community Christmas Concert — Whole Year Group — 1:15pm — Entry by
ticket only. Parents and grandparents of Year 6 children and guests from local
care homes and our wider school community.

Thank you for all your support.
Mrs Bright

Film Nights

Friends of Hunters Hall Primary

@

FILM NIGHTS
JRRRRRRRRRNNRRRRNE

Get your tickets in school for £1.50
(this includes popcorn).

Spaces are limited so will be on a first come
first serve basis.

‘ Purchase from the school office ‘

L EE vily! '1%& vily!

~wativity wativity
Years 3 & 4 on Years D & 6 on
Monday 15" December Tuesday 2™ December
3:00-5:00pm 3:00-5:00pm
]l @ e N
¥ ¥
wativity 2 wativity 2
Years 3 & 4 on Years D & 6 on
Monday 8™ December Tuesday 9™ December
3:00-5:00pm 3:00-5:00pm




Reading for Pleasure Matters at Hunters Hall

Reading for Pleasure Matters at Hunters Hall

With a new term comes new topics! The teachers at Hunters Hall continue to work hard to
provide our children with a broad and balanced project-based curriculum focusing on a variety
of topics. Each week we will showcase some books relating to the learning happening in
different year groups. This week we are taking a look at Year 1!

Marcus Rashford (Little People, Big Dreams)

In our History lessons, we are learning about real-life heroes. We will be
looking at the footballer Marcus Rashford, learning about how he
campaigned to help end child poverty and ensure children had enough
food to eat.

There are lots of books in the “Little People, BIG DREAMS” series — who
else can you read about who has had a huge impact on our world?

e o ¢ Supertato by Sue Hendra

PAUL LINNET

One of our core texts in literacy is Supertato. It is about a super hero
potato who has to save his vegetable friends from the Evil Pea.

We love it when he says, “Supertato to the rescue!”

There are lots of books in the series - try reading about some of the
other adventures he gets up to.

BENJAM!N ZEPHAMAHS 4
P%QP People need People by Benjamin Zephaniah

N;ﬁ;ﬁn In PSHE we will be look at similarities and differences between us and
EG L our friends. This book highlights how important it is to have friends and
: family around us.

e »nes
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Essex Fire Museum Open Days - Nov & Dec

The Essex Fire Museum brings the history of
firefighting to life, with a unique collection of
historic fire engines, equipment, uniforms and
photographs. Visitors can explore how
firefighting has evolved over the years through
changing technology and techniques.

It's also a vital part of our education programme,
giving local schools a hands-on, immersive
experience of fire service history.

Essex Fire Museum
Grays Fire Station
Hogg Lane

Grays

Essex

RM17 5QS

Access

The museum is situated to the rear of Grays Fire
Station. During open days or larger events we
would ask that you park on the grass outside the
front of Grays Fire Station (making sure that the
exit pathway for operational fire appliances is
kept clear). For smaller group visits, there may
be spaces free in the yard outside the front of
the museum. If not, please park on the grass
outside the front of Grays Fire Station.

y

PREMIER
HOLIDAY CLUBS

MORE fun, MORE friendships, MORE smiles
during the WINTER HOLIDAYS!

EAR ‘@: Excellent
Book today 9"- Premier EIEIEIEIE

premier-education.com Education  Trustpilot

Essex Fire Museum
Open Days

2025

Sunday 14th Of December
10:30AM To 4:00PM

Fire Station, Hogg Lane, Grays
RM1 ?g QS

Premier Camps Near You
Multi Activity Camps
Sacred Heart of Mary's Upminster 9am - 4pm (22nd - 2nd Jan)
Hallsville Primary School Newham - 9am - 3.30pm (22nd Dec - 2nd Jan)
Hartley Primary School East Ham 9am - 3pm (22nd, 23rd Dec & 2nd Jan)
Scott Wilkie Primary School Newham 9am - 3pm (22nd Dec - 2nd Jan)
Marsh Green Primary School Dagenham 9am - 2pm (22nd Dec - 30th Dec)
Roding Primary School Dagenham 9am - 3pm (22nd Dec - 30th Dec)
Hunters Hall Primary School Dagenham 9am - 3pm (22nd Dec - 30th Dec)
Godwin Primary School Dagenham 9am - 3pm (22nd Dec - 30th Dec)

Our 5* Holiday Camps are the perfect PLEASE
place to keep your children entertained BRING @
over the winter holidays. Pack lunch

Plenty of water
QOur camps are a fantastic place for

children to meet new friends, have lots
of fun, and create wonderful memaories!

Suitable clothing
Loads of energy!

Every day is different, with a mix of fun
activities that children may not have
tried before - from nerf wars to
dodgeball, Christmas crafts to
gymnastics!

-

[=] 3 []
= Scan I?e;e for i Trustpilot
more information * ok ok Kk ‘
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E e Based an over 20,000 reviews




Multisport Camp \

February Half Term’>2026

HOLIDAY, CAMP.

MAWf« BAKEKS SPOKTS CLUB £60 r week!
fa ‘ I per wee

Football Camp

Freél Soccer Camg )

"(One off £25 Reglsfmﬂon ‘and Adm

~School Half .Tmerm Holiday

1 week - 16-20th Feb 2026
Local School Children

$uppofﬁng Members of the Local Community

MHST Parent Forum! ‘ Pharmacy First

Providing NHS services
Most pharmacies can help you
with seven common conditions n
CALLING AI.I. pARENTs To GET without needing a GP appointment ™
INVOLVED IN OUR VERY FIRST : .
MHST PARENT FORUM! Sinusitis

{adults and children aged 12 years and over
A SPACE DEDICATED FOR YOU Sore throat
Earache D
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE THE VOICE OF B&D PARENTS? adults and children aged 1 year and over}
THE MHST IS PUTTING TOGETHER AN EXCLUSIVE PARENTS ONLY FORUM "T’.pef Lf:ls: o .
INCLUDING THE SCHOOLS IN THE BOROUGH DEDICATED TO HEARING YOUR
VIEWS AND UNDERSTANDING HOM WE CAN MAKE OUR SERVICE BETTER Shl ngles :

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.

IF YOUMAY BE INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE FURTHER INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT YOUR SCHOOL MENTAL HEALTH LEAD OR REACH

OUT TO US DIRECTLY ON OUR EMAIL:

Urlnary tract mfectlon

aged 16 10 64 vears)

n Ask your pharmacy for more
information about this

Visit your

Pharmacy Flrst'
*NHS prescription charge rules apply cine is supplied [ |

PLEASE
SHOW YOUR
INTEREST BY:

21" NOV 2025




Breakfast Club

BREAKFAST CLUB

Our breakfast club is open term time only Menday to Friday,
7:45 to 8:30am.

No booking is required, you can turn up on the day and pay.
The charge is £8 per day, you are required to accompany
your child into our breakfast club and stay with them until
they have been marked in on our daily register.

You are required to have the correct money for payment.
Please note that payments in advance are non-refundable

and non-transferable therefore if you choose to pay in
advance and your child does not attend you lose that meney.

DHP Scheme
Are you struggling to afford

your rent payments?

Do you have rent arrears?

Do you need help with a deposit?
Help is available through the London Borough
of Barking and Dagenham’s Discretionary Housing
Payment (DHP) scheme

Visit https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/discretionary-

hardship-support/discretionary-housing-payments-dh)

To find out more and apply online
You must be in receipt of Housing Benefit or Universal Credit housing costs to qualify for a DHP

Barking &
Dagenham

Donations Wanted

WANTED

PRE-LOVED UNIFORM

DONATIONS NEEDED

A big thank you to everyone who has
previously donated. We always need more
good quality pre-loved uniform items. Has

your child grown out of theirs? Please
donate to the school and come along to one
of our sales for bargain replacements!

Winter coats and shoes also welcome.

Please bring any donations in a bag to the
school office.

——
| s

Thank you

Household Support Fund
Are you struggling with the
rising cost of living?

,,,,,

Do you have utility debts?

Help is available to support the rising cost of
living for energy & utility costs, food and other
emergency need through the London Borough
of Barking and Dagenham’s Hardship schemes

Visit https://www.lbbd.gov.uk/benefits-and-support/discretionary-

hardship-support/hardship-payment-schemes/household-support-fund
to find out more and apply online

Barking &
Dagenham




RockSteady

_vv.-.-LL‘AS -:-—---cn*‘

FOR RECEPTION TO YEAR 2

Fun and inclusive in-school rock and pop band
lessons, for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. No
experience or instrument required.

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents

Learn to play in a band

Learning an instrument should be fun. Your child can choose from
the electric guitar, keyboard, drums or vocals and enjoy playing in a
happy, supportive environment with their friends.

Lead by real musicians

Your child’s music teacher should also be their role model. Which
is why all Rocksteady Band Leaders are carefully chosen,
extensively trained musicians who know how to inspire a life-long
love of playing music.

In school time

Lessons are 30 minutes long and take place in school time with all
instruments provided, making it hassle-free for parents.

From first notes to favourite songs

The Rocksteady Programme is for all children aged 4-11 and is
proven to progress musicianship, confidence and teamwork skills
with no prior experience necessary.

With regular live performances

Playing on stage is a huge confidence booster. With termly
concerts at school assemblies, your child will be able to show off
their progress to friends, teachers and parents with the rest of their
band.

And happily affordable

Rocksteady is one of the most hassle-free ways to learn an
instrument on a rolling subscription that you can cancel at any
time. It's risk free too — cancel in the first month and you'll get a
full refund.

Call 0330 113 0330



https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents

