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Dates for the Diary Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
This week, I must reiterate my thanks for your swift 
response to the school needing to close on Monday 
afternoon until us re-opening yesterday due to the 
burst water pipes. Those of you who use the Pagoda 
playground will see that some of the tarmac is still to 
be re-laid and is screened off by the red fencing. 
I also want to thank my staff team for how quickly 
they were able to upload home learning to our 
website. Finally, my thanks extend to Chris Brown, 
our premises manager who went over and beyond to 
ensure that the school was able to re-open this week.  
 
There is some interesting reading and top tips about 
teeth and dentists in this edition of Snippets. Sadly, 
Barking and Dagenham has one of the highest rates 
of tooth decay in both London and nationally - 29.4% 
of our 5 year olds have experience of dental decay. 
Moreover, studies have shown that there are socio-
economic and ethnic inequalities linked to oral 
health** and given that our borough is one of the 
most deprived in London, and almost half of residents 
were born outside of the UK**, the services of 
community dental care have never been more 
important. 
 
We have avid readers at Hunters Hall, and to 
supplement the children’s love of reading, our book 
fair will be delivered Friday 7th February and we will 
have it until Wednesday 12th February which 
coincides with our parent/carer evening. 
 

Michael Kaitell, Headteacher 
 

 
(Located in Dining Hall from 3:00-4:30pm) 

 

Spring Term 

Friday 24th January – Young Voices 2025 
Tuesday 28th January – Year 2 Explorer Visit 
Wednesday 29th January – Arc Theatre Session Year’s 5&6 
Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th February – 
Parent/Carer Consultation Evenings (Nursery to Year 5) 
 
Monday 17th to Sunday 23rd – February Half-term  
Wednesday 26th February – Year 6 Parent/Carer 1:2:1 
appointments 
Friday 4th April – Last day of term.  

 

Attendance Matters 

Congratulations to the classes in green 96%+: 
 

Class Attendance % Present 

1VR 100 

RGM 99.0 

RIM 98.3 

2MR 97.9 

4LG 97.9 

3OZ 97.1 

5TH 96.7 

3ST 96.0 

4DR 96.0 

5MK 96.0 

1DL 95.2 

3MA 93.4 

1GS 93.1 

4GR 92.1 

6JN 92.0 

2CH 90.2 

6AD 90.2 

6AM 89.4 

2FK 88.4 

5VE 87.8 

REL 85.6 
 



Team Points Uniform Shop Dates 
 

TEAM POINTS 

 
Tigers 238 

 
Bears 307 

 
Wolves 277 

 
Sharks 222 

 
Komodo Dragon 160 

 

 

School uniform can be purchased 
from 3:00-4:00pm in the dining hall on the 

following dates: 
 

 
 

Wednesday 22nd January 

Wednesday 5th February 

Wednesday 26th February 

Wednesday 12th March 

Wednesday 26th March 

Gold Award Debit Card Recipients 

Each week we publish any recipients of the new Gold Award Debit Card. 
 

Gold Award Recipients 

Name Class Name Class 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
 

Parent/Carer Handbook 

Scan the QR code or visit https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UlXJ7lWwliv?ref=Link  

 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UlXJ7lWwliv?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/BeyF4UlXJ7lWwliv?ref=Link


School Uniform 

School uniform can be purchased from 3:00-4:00pm in the dining hall. The dates 
vary throughout the year.   

In a hope to reduce the cost of school uniform, from September, you will have the 
option to purchase iron-on badges for plain white polo shirts and plain red jumpers. 
Badges will cost £1.20 and should make uniform more affordable.  

Uniform can also be purchased online: 
www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-category/schools-and-
clubs/hunters-hall-primary/  
 

Or Telephone: 01992 763679 / Email: info@schooluniformdirect.org.uk 

Parent Hub 

We would like all parents/carers to join us on Parent Hub.  

Parent Hub is a FREE app that helps keep you up to date with what’s going on at 
school. You’ll receive messages, pictures, documents and newsletters, all in one 
handy place. 

1. Download the Parent Hub app from your app store (iPhone or Android). 

2. Create yourself an account. 

3. Choose “Add a School” and enter: 

 @HuntersHallPS 

 

 

 

To find 
out 
more, 
click the 

link below for a useful guide.  

https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-
translate-messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app  

 

 

 

 

Reporting absence  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/
http://www.schooluniformdirect.org.uk/schools/product-category/schools-and-clubs/hunters-hall-primary/
mailto:info@schooluniformdirect.org.uk
https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app
https://support.parenthub.co.uk/hc/en-us/articles/6172951020689-How-to-translate-messages-in-the-Parent-Hub-app
https://www.parenthub.co.uk/


Uniform Reminder & PE Days 2024-2025 

During the course of this academic year, we are phasing out some of our school uniform in an effort to make it 
more affordable for our parent body.  

Our school uniform provider now sells school badges for £1.20 so that you are able to purchase plain white polo 
shirts/ plain red jumpers/cardigans and iron on the badge. (Our current provider will continue to sell their stock of 
red and grey uniform items and staff has been informed that it is a gradual phase out)  

We have reduced the number of days that children require their school uniform by allowing them to wear their 
PE kit on two days of the week. (You will be notified if there is a special day such as school photographs so that 
you can ensure that children are dressed appropriately.)  

School Uniform (only 2 branded clothing items necessary & 1 branded book bag)  

White Polo Shirt (with logo/ iron-on badge)  

Red jumper/ Cardigan (with logo/ iron-on badge)  

Grey school trousers/ skirt/ shorts 

Summer Dress  

Plain black shoes/ trainers  

 

 

PE Kit 

Plain white t-shirt 

Red shorts  

Red/ Grey jogging bottoms 

Red fleece  

Black plimsolls 

 

 

 

 



P.A.C.E 

 

As a Thrive Approach school one of the techniques that we apply is P.A.C.E (Playful, Accepting, Curious and 
Empathy.)  

 

Playfulness 
 

Playfulness can lay a foundation for healthy attachment. A playful approach can communicate hope to your child 
and help stop them feeling overwhelmed with experiences and emotions. 

Healthy play at an early age is one of the ways a child learns so many key life skills such as compromise and 
negotiating, dealing with others’ feelings and being present and connected. One of the reasons your child might 
struggle with the lack of these skills is because they simply haven’t yet had the chance to learn them through 
play. Also, traumatic experiences can kill the ability to be spontaneous, a key ingredient to playfulness. 

 

There are two parts to healthy playfulness: 

 

 Making the time to actually play with your child 

 Having a playful way of doing things, for example, your manner, tone of voice and approach to your child 
and to life. 
 

One of the essentials of forming attachment with another person is to first engage with them. Play can be a 
healthy way to start engaging with your child and begin to help them feel safe enough to be open to forming 
attachment with you. 



Acceptance 
 

It is hard to overstate the power of acceptance. Acceptance for who we are is one of the building blocks of 
healthy attachment, meaning we’re empowered to feel good about ourselves, other people and the world we live 
in.  

As a therapeutic parent/carer, your biggest aim is to connect with your child. The more you can connect, the 
more potential there is to help your child heal. If connection can be established, behaviour will be more likely to 
fall into line, but expecting correct behaviour first and foremost may lead to the relationship not working and 
thriving. 

 

Curiosity 
 

Curiosity is a magic tool to help bring about change and healing in your child. Curiosity gets underneath the 
surface of what’s going on for your child. It can stop the same patterns of challenging behaviour being acted out 
day after day, and help bring breakthrough. 

 

Approaching your child with curiosity can open doors to making much more sense of their challenging behaviour 
and unhappy feelings. Without curiosity, it would be easy to just see a demanding and ungrateful child and 
therefore feel increasingly drained and resentful. A deeper understanding and connection with your child can be 
achieved by developing a more curious mind-set. For example, take time to temporarily forget your perspective 
and instead pretend to see the world as your child does. By being curious you can help them see things 
differently and much more accurately. 

 

Empathy 
 

Empathy can be a complete game changer for any child and parent/carer. Empathy is not necessarily about 
having experienced the same “event” as the other person. You may after all have experienced a similar event 
very differently. It’s about understanding and feeling what that particular person is experiencing. It’s about 
having experienced the same feelings and emotions, irrespective of what has triggered them. 

Empathy isn’t saying “Oh I understand” but rather “I’m guessing this feels like….” Empathy isn’t saying “Oh 
that’s bad...Well at least….” Empathy isn’t about fixing things. Empathy isn’t a tool to teach behaviour. 

 

Empathy can be a powerful tool to connect with your child. It may open up an opportunity to talk about 
behaviour. Empathy is connection and acceptance in action, and builds attachment. 

 

It’s very important to realise that when we are being empathetic, we are not concentrating on the event as the 
main focus of putting ourselves in someone else’s shoes. A similar event in our lives might create a completely 
different emotional response in us than the child’s emotional response – and that’s ok. Rather we aim to relate 
to the feeling we see in the other person. 

 

P.A.C.E 

  



Central America by Kelly (5TH) 

 
Who’s Who?  Mrs Trimmer 

Why do you work at Hunters Hall?  
 

Before I came to work at Hunters Hall I had some different jobs; I've worked on a 
counter in a bank and also as a secretary in an office in London.  After that I had my 
children and then became a childminder.  It was then that I knew for sure that I wanted 
a job working with children.  So, I came to Hunters Hall and stayed!  I've been here so 
long that school feels like my second home and family and I love the fact that no two 
days are ever the same. 
 

What's your role? 
 

I am currently the teacher in the Speech and Language ARP but have also taught in the 
Reception classes and Year 2. 

 
Favourite things... 
 

I enjoy knitting and sewing, going to the theatre, walking my dog and spending time with family and friends.  I 
also like Friday nights; not because there is no school the next day but this is when I get to chat with my son and 
grandchildren who live in New Zealand - it is already Saturday morning for them! 

 
Hopes and Dreams 
 

I hope and dream that in the future employers will value people for the talents and skills they have to offer and 
their ability to complete or do a job rather than making judgements based on academic achievements alone. 

 
How long have you been at Hunters Hall? 
 

I have been at Hunters Hall for a very long time - 29 years (I think).  When I first came to HHP I was a teaching 
assistant and was lucky to have the opportunity to train to be a teacher whilst I was working here. 

 
Achievements to date (in order) 
 

 Raising my family 
 Finding the courage to return to education as a mature student 
 Walking the length of Hadrian's Wall (73 miles) and around the coast of the Isle of Arran. 



Climate Change by Mara (5TH) 

 

 



Children’s & Young People Disability Hub – Coffee Morning 

 



Reading for Pleasure Matters at Hunters Hall 
 

Reading for Pleasure Matters at Hunters Hall 
 

Welcome to 2025! This Spring term promises to ensure that all children are accessing a broad 
and balanced curriculum based on our carefully considered topics. In every year group, pupils 
have the opportunity to be historians, geographers, artists, philosophers, empathisers and 
critical thinkers. Each week we will showcase a different year group, suggesting books that will 
support and extend current learning. This week we are looking at Reception! 
 

 

UW (Understanding the World): 
 
Early in this term, the children design and make a boat for the boy 
and the penguin. (See below) Obviously, we have to test the boats 
to see if they float. Then we find out how many penguins fit into 
each boat before it sinks. ‘Who Sank the Boat?’ by Pamela Allen 
also helps us to understand floating and sinking! 

 

 

Literacy: 
 
‘Lost and Found’ by Oliver Jeffers is our first key text in our new 
project, ‘Are We Nearly There yet?’ It tells the story of a lonely 
penguin who turns up on the door stop of a boy. He does his best 
to return the penguin to his home, only to find that the penguin 
actually belongs with him! It’s a great story to explore friendship, 
journeys and different environments.  

 

 

Mathematics: 
 
‘How Many Legs? ’by Kes Gray is a funny counting book.  
How many legs would there be if a polar bear came to tea with an 
octopus? How many legs would there be if a chicken came into 
town riding a zebra?  The children love making up their own ‘leg 
pictures’. It is such a good way to help the children to understand 
the concept of addition and to begin counting in twos. 

 

 



Dental Information & Advice 

 
 



 



New After School Club from September 3pm-6pm  

  
 

https://www.premier-
education.com/parents/venue/courses/4077/?location=dagenham&distance=1.0&distance=1.0&type%5b
%5d=WAC  

https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/4077/?location=dagenham&distance=1.0&distance=1.0&type%5b%5d=WAC
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/4077/?location=dagenham&distance=1.0&distance=1.0&type%5b%5d=WAC
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/4077/?location=dagenham&distance=1.0&distance=1.0&type%5b%5d=WAC


New Menu – Commencing 24th February 

 

February Half Term Holiday Camps 

  



Mental Health Support Team 

 
 



Breakfast Club Donations Wanted 

  

DHP Scheme Household Support Fund 

  



RockSteady 

 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents  

 

Call 0330 113 0330  

 

https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents

